September 13, 2026 (A)

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We
are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? 20 Even though you
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21
So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to
them.

16th Sunday after Pentecost

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4
Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give
thanks to God. 7For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ¢ For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 1©Why do you pass judgment on your brother
or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
For it is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So
then, each one of us will be held accountable.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven
times. 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he
could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment
to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.’

27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said,
‘Pay what you owe.” 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

16th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome Everyone !

We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s
Supper is being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to
receive this Holy Sacrament.

We live and serve on land that for thousands of years,

Indigenous peoples have walked. We live on the traditional
territory of several Indigenous peoples, including the Neutrals,

the Mississauga, the Anishnaabe and the Haudenosaunee. We
acknowledge their continuing stewardship of this land and we
also honour the heritage and gifts of the Métis people.

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Blessing our neighbourhood since 1876
57 Griffith Street * Welland, Ontario * L3B 4G6 * 905-734-4746
email: stmatts@cogeco.net * website: stmatthewswelland.com

Our Mission Statement:

“In response to God'’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman....... Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025
Email.... oo pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg .........................
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn Schultz ...................cooii

Second Vice-Chairperson: Bob Hansen ...................oooenl.

Church Secretary: Rona Devreese ............ccooeviiieiiiiiennnn.n. 905-734-4746
Organist: Lily Jasinskas



mailto:stmatts@cogeco.net

Weekly Calendar:

Monday: Pastor’s day off

Tuesday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Wednesday: Pickleball 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Rose City Quilters 9:30 am to 3:30 pm
Pastor in Welland

Thursday: Pastor in Welland

Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Friday:

Saturday: Pickleball 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

As We Celebrate Holy Communion Together:

You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a
single line across from the steps leading to the altar area. Once
you have communed and the pastor has spoken the communion
blessing, you may place your used wine glass into the bowl on the
stand near the side aisle. Then you may return to your seat via the
side aisle.

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for this week’s service:

Scripture Reader Linda Borland

Prayers Marilyn Schultz

Usher/Greeter Bob Hansen

Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod

Worship leaders, ushers and counters for next week’s service:

Scripture Reader Bobbye Goldenberg
Prayers Linda Borland

Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod

Attendance Sunday September 6 - 10, one year ago 14.
If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website.

Upcoming Events:

Sunday September 27t we will be celebrating our 150t
Anniversary. Our special guest Bishop Carla Blakely of the Eastern
Synod, ELCIC, will be preaching. A catered dinner follows the
worship service.

Psalm 103:1-13 — Tune: 879 For the Beauty of the Earth (Dix)

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless
his holy name.

God provides from heav'n above
Mercy, kindness, steadfast love.

He forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities; he redeems
your life from the grave and crowns you with mercy and
lovingkindness.

God provides in love for all
Who in need upon him call.

He satisfies you with good things so that your youth is renewed like
the eagle's.

As God's child, you now may share
All the Father's constant care.

He does not keep on rebuking; he is not angry forever.

God provides from heav'n above
Mercy, kindness, steadfast love.

He does not punish us as we deserve, or repay us according to our
sins and wrongs.

God provides in love for all
Who in need upon him call.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him. As far as the east is from
the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.

As God's child, you now may share
All the Father's constant care.

Now the Feast & Celebration
Hymnal Supplement

GATHERING
Gathering Hymn...........ccoovveeiiiinn ELW # 452
“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”

KY€ et page 3

Hymn of Praise “Now the Feast” .............. page 4

Prayer of the Day

WORD

First Reading...............cveeenee. Genesis 50:15-21

Psalm (printed in Bulletin).................... 103:1-13

Second Reading............cc...c.... Romans 14:1-12

Gospel Verse......ccoooveeviiiiiieeeiies s page 8

“Alleluia”

Gospel......ccovviiiiiiiii Matthew 18:21-35
“Thanks be to God”

Sermon

Hymn ofthe Day............ccooviieiin ELW # 482
“| Come with Joy”

Prayers of Intercession
Sharing the Peace

MEAL

Offering Song “As the Grain of Wheat".. Page 12
Offering Prayer.........ccccoivivieiiiiinn Page 13
The Great Thanksgiving.............cceve..... Page 14
Sanctus "Holy, Holy"..............cccoovenn. Page 15
Eucharistic Prayer

Acclamations2and 3 ................... Page 16 & 17
“Through Christ, With Christ, In Christ”....Page 17
The Lord’s Prayer...........cccceeeeviivnnnnnen. Page 18
Lamb of God.............ccoe cviiiiii Page 18
Sharing the Lord’s Supper

Communion HymnS............ccceeeevinnee 466 & 721
Song after Communion “Thanks Be to You”
...................................................... Page 20
Prayer after Communion

SENDING

Announcements
BIESSING......cvviieeiiiiiiee Page 21
Sending Hymn.........ccoooeiiiiiiinn. ELW # 867

“In Thee Is Gladness”
Dismissal: Go in peace, Live in hope.
“Thanks be to God”
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