July 5, 2026 (A) Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 2 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 19 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his
dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also,
because of the blood of my covenant with you, | will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today | declare that | will restore to you double.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 151 do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what |
want, but | do the very thing | hate. ' Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. 17 But
in fact it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For | know that the good does not
dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. 19 For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. 20 Now if | do what | do
not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. 21So | find it to be a law that, when |
want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23
but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of
sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 [Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will | compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17 ‘We played the
flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 18 “For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 1°the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and
they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.” 25At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 22 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. 22 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for |
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday July 5, 2026

Welcome Everyone !

We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s
Supper is being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to
receive this Holy Sacrament.

You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a single
line across from the steps leading to the altar area. Once you have
communed and the pastor has spoken the communion blessing, you
may place your used wine glass into the bowl on the stand near the

side aisle. Then you may return to your seat via the side aisle.

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website.

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Blessing our neighbourhood since 1876
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“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming all
grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman....... Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025
Email.......ooo pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg .........................
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn Schultz ......................oc
Second Vice-Chairperson: Bob Hansen ...................o.ooae .
Church Secretary: Rona Devreese ..........c.cooveviiieiiiinennnnnn. 905-734-4746
Organist: Lily Jasinskas ..........cocoviiiiiiiiiiiie
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Weekly Calendar:

Monday: Pastor’s day off

Tuesday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Wednesday: Pickleball 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Rose City Quilters 9:30 am to 3:30 pm
Pastor in Welland

Thursday: Pastor in Welland

Friday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Saturday: Pickleball 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

We live and serve on land that for thousands of years, Indigenous
peoples have walked. We live on the traditional territory of several
Indigenous peoples, including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the
Anishnaabe and the Haudenosaunee. We acknowledge their

continuing stewardship of this land and we also honour the heritage

and gifts of the Métis people.

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for this week’s service:

Scripture Reader Marilyn Schultz
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg
Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole MclLeod

Worship leaders, ushers and counters for next week’s service:

Scripture Reader Linda Borland

Prayers Marilyn Schultz

Usher/Greeter Bob Hansen

Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod

Attendance Sunday June 28 n/a, one year ago 16.

Thank you so much Shelia for enlightening us with your music in
Lily’'s absence.

Upcoming Events & Dates to Remember:

The next Executive meeting of the Church Council will meet on
Thursday July 9t at 10:00 am.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Holy Communion Setting 4 — Page 147

GATHERING

Gathering Hymn............. ELW # 742
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Prayer of the Day

WORD

First Reading......... Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm.........ocooiiiinn 145:8-14
Second Reading....Romans 7:15-25a
Gospel Acclamation........... page 151

Gospel...... Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Response “Praise to you, O Christ”
Sermon

Hymn of the Day............ ELW # 608
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”

Prayers of Intercession
Sharing the Peace

MEAL

Great Thanksgiving....ELW page 152
Sanctus "Holy, Holy”...ELW page 153
Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer...... ELW page154
Lamb of God............ ELW page 154
Communion

Communion Hymns ELW #726 & 790
Prayer after Communion

SENDING
Announcements
Blessing

Sending Hymn............... ELW # 765
”Lord of All Hopefulness”

Dismissal: Go in peace, Live in
hope.

“Thanks be to God”




