
 July 26, 2026	 (A)  	 Ninth Sunday After Pentecost              

FIRST READING:  1 Kings 3:5-12  5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should 
give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before 
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”  10 It 
pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long 
life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to 
your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after 
you.” 

 SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39  26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, 
who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, 
or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are 
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.  37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through 
him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 44 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of 
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” 
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Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday July 26, 2026 

Welcome Everyone !  

We live and serve on land that for thousands of years, Indigenous 
peoples have walked. We live on the traditional territory of several 
Indigenous peoples, including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the 
Anishnaabe and the Haudenosaunee. We acknowledge their 
continuing stewardship of this land and we also honour the 
heritage and gifts of the Métis people. 

 If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Blessing our neighbourhood since 1876 

57 Griffith Street • Welland, Ontario • L3B 4G6 • 905-734-4746  
email: stmatts@cogeco.net • website: stmatthewswelland.com 

 

“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming all    to 
grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”   

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman…….Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025 
Email……………………………………………pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com   
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg ……………………. 
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn Schultz ………………………….….. 
Second Vice-Chairperson: Bob Hansen ….……………………. 
Church Secretary: Rona Devreese ………………………..……905-734-4746 
Organist: Lily Jasinskas ………………………………..……..…. 
________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:stmatts@cogeco.net


Weekly Calendar:  

Monday:    Pastor’s day off  
                               
Tuesday:   Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am 
                   Pastor in Port Colborne 

Wednesday: Pickleball 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm                                                 
Rose City Quilters 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
                   Pastor in Welland 

Thursday:  Pastor in Welland 

Friday:       Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am 
                   Pastor in Port Colborne 

Saturday:   Pickleball 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s Supper is 
being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to receive this Holy 
Sacrament.  
You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a 
single line across from the steps leading to the altar area.  Once 
you have communed and the pastor has spoken the communion 
blessing, you may place your used wine glass into the bowl on the 
stand near the   side aisle.  Then you may return to your seat via 
the side aisle.   
Worship leaders, ushers and counters for this week’s service:  

Scripture Reader Linda Borland 
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg 
Usher/Greeter Bob Hansen 
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod 

Worship leaders, ushers and counters for next week’s service: 

Scripture Reader Marilyn Schultz 
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg 
Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod  
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod 

Attendance Sunday July 19 - 15  , one year ago 34. 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Marilyn Schultz and her 
family on the passing of her brother-in-law, Herbie, in Pembroke. 

  

	                         

Psalm 119:129-136 

 129 Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
 
 130 When your word is opened | it gives light; 
  it gives understanding | to the simple. 
 
 131 I open my | mouth and pant 
  because I long for | your commandments. 
 
 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
  as you always do to those who | love your name. R 
 
 133 Order my footsteps | in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
 
 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
  and I will keep | your commandments. 
 
 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
  and teach | me your statutes. 
 
 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
  because people do not | keep your teaching. R    
______________________________________________________ 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Holy Communion Setting 4 – Page 147 

GATHERING                                                    
Gathering Hymn………….ELW # 793  

“Be Thou My Vision” 
Prayer of the Day 

WORD                                          
First Reading……........1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm (printed in Bulletin)….…….119 
Second Reading.…..Romans 8:26-39  
Gospel Acclamation………..page 151  
Gospel…….Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Response “Praise to you, O Christ” 
Sermon  
Hymn of the Day….(insert in Bulletin) 

“Over My Head” 
Prayers of Intercession  
Sharing the Peace    

MEAL ___________________________ 
Great Thanksgiving….ELW page 152 
Sanctus ”Holy, Holy”...ELW page 153 
Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer……ELW page154 
Lamb of God…………ELW page 154 
Communion  
Communion Hymns ELW # 456 &757  
Prayer after Communion 

SENDING________________________ 
Announcements   
Blessing                                          
Sending Hymn……………ELW # 297    
“Jesus, What a Wonderful Child” 

Dismissal:  Go in peace, Live in  
hope.    

“Thanks be to God”


