May 31, 2026 (A) The Holy Trinity

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 'When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God
saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. *God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day. ¢And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was
so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. ® And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. "' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. '3 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days
and years, '5and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the

earth, '8to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '® And there was evening
and there was morning, the fourth day. 22 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 2¢ And God said, “Let the earth bring
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild
animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. 26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God
created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 22 God said, “See, | have given
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every
beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day. 21Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 20On the sixth day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God
rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 42 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 [Paul writes:] ' Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one
another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him,
they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 1 Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to
obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

Sunday May 31, 2026

Welcome Everyone!

We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s
Supper is being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to
receive this Holy Sacrament.

You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a single
line across from the steps leading to the altar area. Once you have
communed and the pastor has spoken the communion blessing, you
may place your used wine glass into the bowl on the stand near the

side aisle. Then you may return to your seat via the side aisle.

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website.

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Blessing our neighbourhood since 1876
57 Griffith Street * Welland, Ontario * L3B 4G6 * 905-734-4746

email: stmatts@cogeco.net * website: stmatthewswelland.com
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“In response to God'’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming all to
grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman....... Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025
Email.....coooii pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg ........................
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn Schultz ...............................

Second Vice-Chairperson: Bob Hansen .........................

Church Secretary: Rona Devreese ............cccccvevieiiiiinennn.n. 905-734-4746
Organist: Lily Jasinskas ..........cooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee
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Weekly Calendar:
Monday: Pastor’s day off

Tuesday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Wednesday: Pickleball 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Rose City Quilters 9:30 am to 3:30 pm
Pastor in Welland

Thursday: Pastor in Welland

Friday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Saturday: Pickleball 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

We live and serve on land that for thousands of years, Indigenous
peoples have walked. We live on the traditional territory of several
Indigenous peoples, including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the
Anishnaabe and the Haudenosaunee. We acknowledge their
continuing stewardship of this land and we also honour the heritage
and gifts of the Métis people.

Worship leaders, ushers and counters for this week’s service:

Scripture Reader Bobbye Goldenberg
Prayers Marilyn Schultz

Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for next week’s service:

Scripture Reader Marilyn Schultz
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg
Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole MclLeod

Upcoming Events & Dates to Remember

June’s Church Council meeting will take place on Thursday June
11 @ 10:00 am.

Heartland Forest Service is 11:00 am on June 28, register today.

Last week’s attendance 12, last year’s attendance 19.

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CANADA
CELEBRATES 40 YEARS. The Church invites congregations to
tangible acts of love and service to celebrate. We are offering a
“looney, tooney or fiver” pottery and craft sale with ALL proceeds
directed to Hospice Niagara Walker House.

Our congregation is delighted to have Jen Allcorn playing the
hymns on the organ today in Lily’s absence. Thank you so much.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be
named).

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Holy Communion Setting Four ELW Page 147

GATHERING
Thanksgiving for Baptism ...... (in guide)
Gathering Hymn................ ELW # 414
“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”
Kyrie ..., ELW Page 147
Hymn of Praise............ ELW Page 149

“This is the Feast’
Prayer of the Day

WORD
First Reading............ Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm......cooiii 8

Second Reading...2Corinthians 13:11-13
Gospel acclamation
“Alleluia”..........coooeeienes ELW Page 151
Gospel.....c.cceviunnnn.. Matthew 28:16-20
Response.....“Praise to you, O Christ”
Sermon

Hymn of the Day................. ELW # 412
“Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”
Nicene Creed................ ELW page 104

Prayers of Intercession
“Hear our Prayer”
Sharing the Peace

MEAL

Offering Prayer

Great Thanksgiving........ ELW page 152
Sanctus “Holy, Holy.......... ELW page153
Eucharistic Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer............ ELW page154
Communion

Communion Hymns....ELW # 665 & 735
O Lamb of God.............. ELW page 154
SENDING

Announcements

Blessing

Sending Hymn.................... ELW # 413

”Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”
Dismissal: Go in peace. Live in hope.
“Thanks be to God”



