
April 12, 2026	 (A)  	 Second Sunday of Easter              
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to 
what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs 
that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But 
God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held 
in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so 
that I will not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in 
hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have 
made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29 “Fellow Israelites, 
I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to 
this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of 
his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He 
was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’  32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of 
that all of us are witnesses.” 
SECOND READING:  1 Peter 1:3-9  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 
and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith
—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you 
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these 
are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
	 	 	 	 	                                                                                                                                     
From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Sunday April 12, 2026 
Welcome Everyone!  

We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s    
Supper is being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to   
receive this Holy Sacrament. 
You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a single 
line across from the steps leading to the altar area.  Once you have 
communed and the pastor has spoken the communion blessing, you 
may place your used wine glass into the bowl on the stand near the   
side aisle.  Then you may return to your seat via the side aisle.   

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Blessing our neighbourhood since 1876 

57 Griffith Street • Welland, Ontario • L3B 4G6 • 905-734-4746  
email: stmatts@cogeco.net • website: stmatthewswelland.com 

 

“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming all    to 
grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”   

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman…….Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025 
Email……………………………………………pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com   
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg ……………………. 
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn Schultz ………………………….….. 
Second Vice-Chairperson: Bob Hansen ….……………………. 
Church Secretary: Rona Devreese ………………………..……905-734-4746 
Organist: Lily Jasinskas ………………………………..……..…. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Weekly Calendar:  

Monday:    Pastor’s day off  
                               
Tuesday:   Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am 
                   Pastor in Port Colborne 

Wednesday: Pickleball 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm                                                 
Rose City Quilters 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
                   Pastor in Welland 

Thursday:  Pastor in Welland 

Friday:       Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am 
                   Pastor in Port Colborne 

Saturday:   Pickleball 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

We live and serve on land that for thousands of years, Indigenous 
peoples have walked. We live on the traditional territory of several 
Indigenous peoples, including the Neutrals, the Mississauga, the 
Anishnaabe and the Haudenosaunee. We acknowledge their 
continuing stewardship of this land and we also honour the heritage 
and gifts of the Métis people. 
 Worship leaders, ushers and counters for this week’s service: 

Scripture Reader Bobbye Goldenberg 
Prayers Marilyn Schultz  
Usher/Greeter Bob Hansen  
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod 

Worship leaders, ushers and counters for next week’s service: 

Scripture Reader Marilyn Schultz 
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg 
Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod 
Counters Bob Hansen & Carole McLeod 

Last week’s attendance 36, last year’s attendance 25 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be 
named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen.        
                                 
Upcoming Events & Dates to Remember 

Next Church Council Meeting is Thursday April 16 at 10:00 am. 

Please continue to support Open Arms Mission by donating non 
perishable food items at the back of the Church. Thank you.  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

GATHERING________________________   
Thanksgiving for Baptism .….. (in guide) 
 Gathering Hymn………..... ELW # 384 

“That Easter Day with Joy Was 
Bright” 

Apostolic Greeting 
Kyrie ………………………….HS Page 3    
Hymn of Praise “Now the Feast”………. 
…………………………………HS Page 4 
Prayer of the Day 
WORD                                          
First Reading………… Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm……………….……………………16 
Second Reading………….. 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Gospel verse:  ..………………HS Page 8  
Response:  “Glory to you, O Lord”  
Gospel……………..………John 20:19-31 
Response “Praise to you, O Christ” 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day……………..ELW # 635 

“We Walk by Faith“ 
Nicene Creed……………..…HS page 10 
Prayers of Intercession   

“Receive Our Prayer” 
Sharing the Peace    
Offering Prayer 
MEAL ___________________________ 
Great Thanksgiving (sung)...HS page 14    
Sanctus “Holy, Holy”………..HS page 15 
Eucharistic Prayers and Acclamations 
………………………………...HS page 16 
The Lord’s Prayer…...………HS page 18 
O Lamb of God …….........….HS page 18 
Communion Hymns….ELW # 646 & 433    
Prayer after Communion  
Song after Communion                
“Thanks be to You” ……… HS page 20 
SENDING  
Announcements and Blessing                                         
Sending Hymn………..………ELW # 380    

”Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” 
Dismissal:  Go in peace.  Live in hope. 
                  “Thanks be to God” 


