May 4, 2025 (C)
FIRST READING. Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. * Now as he was going along
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ¢ But get up and enter the city,
and you will be told what you are to do.” [ The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8
Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. °For
three days he was without sight and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” "' The Lord said
to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 2
and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” '® But Ananias answered,
“Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, 4 and here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who invoke your name.” '5But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before
gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 161 myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went
and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 8 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.
Then he got up and was baptized, '°and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20
and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

SECOND READING. Revelation 5:11-14

"Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of
myriads and thousands of thousands, 2 singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and might and honor and glory and blessing!” '3 Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea and all that is in
them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 4 And the four living
creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

GOSPEL. John 21:1-19

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed himself in this
way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his
disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing. “Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them,
“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” ¢He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is
the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and jumped into the sea. ¢ But the other
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. °When they had gone
ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 0 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” " So Simon
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them and did the same with the fish. 4 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead. 5When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 6 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. ¢ Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take
you where you do not wish to go.” 9 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Third Sunday of Easter
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Sunday May 4, 2025
Welcome!

We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s Supper is being
celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to receive this Holy Sacrament.

You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a single line
across from the steps leading to the altar area. Once you have
communed and the pastor has spoken the communion blessing, you may
place your used wine glass into the bowl on the stand near the side aisle.
Then you may return to your seat via the side aisle.

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website.
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

57 Griffith Street ® Welland, Ontario ® L3B 4G6 ® 905-734-4746
email: stmatts@cogeco.net ® website: stmatthewswelland.com
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“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman .................. Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025
EMail oo pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg .........cccocvuvveeiiiiiiiei e
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn SChUItz .........ooooiiiiiiiiiiie e
Church Secretary: RONa DEVIEESE ....cceveeeeeeecciiiiiiieeeee e 905-734-4746
Organist: Lily JASINSKAS ....veviiriiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e s s e e e s s
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’'s death and resurrection, and called to live the
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness,
and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants of
your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of
our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

Weekly Calendar:
Monday: Pastor’s day off

Tuesday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Wednesday: Rose City Quilters 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm (first of the month)
Pastor in Welland

Thursday: Pastor in Welland

Friday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Upcoming Events & Dates To Remember

Pickleball continues every Tuesday and Friday at 9:30 am until 11:30 am.

Please come and join this fun activity or email Margaret at
margaret@kleinsmith.ca if you have any questions.

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for this week’s service:

Scripture Reader Marilyn Schultz
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg
Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod
Counters Carole McLeod & Bob Hansen

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for next week’s service:

Scripture Reader Linda Borland

Prayers Marilyn Schultz

Usher/Greeter Bob Hansen

Counters Bobbye Goldenberg & Carole McLeod

Attendance Sunday April 27 - 14 people, attendance 1 year ago - 14

Evangelical Lutheran Worship

GATHERING
Thanksgiving for Baptism (in the worship guide)
Gathering Hymn............cccvvveeen, ELW # 392

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

KYTE. e, HS Page 3
Hymn of Praise “Now the Feast”........ HS page 4
Prayer of the Day

WORD

First Reading............cccvvvvnnnnn. Acts 9:1-6, 7-20
Psalm 30........ccoooiiiiiie ELW
Second Reading ................ Revelation 5:11-14
Gospel Verse........ccceovevvevvnvnneeen. HS Page 8
GOSPEl v e John 21:1-19
Sermon

Hymnofthe Day...............coeevvnnn. ELW # 729
“The Church of Christ, in Every Age”

Nicene Creed.......cccveeeeeiiiiiinnnnn. HS Page 10

Prayers of Intercession
Sharing the Peace

MEAL
Great Thanksgiving (Sung)............... HS Page 14
Sanctus “Holy, Holy”..............ccc..... HS Page 15

Eucharistic Prayers & Acclamations.. HS Page 16
The Lord’s Prayer

“Lamb of God” ........evveeeiiiiiie HS Page 18
Communion Hymns........... ELW # 860 & 827
Prayer after Communion

Song after Communion.................... HS Page 20
“Thanks be to you”

SENDING

Announcements
Blessing
Sending Hymn..........ccooeiiiiin ELW # 661
“I Love to Tell the Story "
Dismissal: Go in peace. Live in hope.
“Thanks be to God”
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