April 27, 2025 (C) Second Sunday of Easter

FIRST READING. Acts 5:27-32 27 When they had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet
here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.”
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of
our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

SECOND READING. Revelation 1:4-8 4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace
from him who is and who was and who is to come and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him
who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye

will see him, even those who pierced him, and all the tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. So it is to be.

Amen. 8 “l am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.

GOSPEL. John 20:19-31 19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

Sunday April 27, 2025

Welcome!
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s Supper is being

celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to receive this Holy Sacrament.

You are invited to come forward via the centre aisle and form a single line
across from the steps leading to the altar area. Once you have
communed and the pastor has spoken the communion blessing, you may
place your used wine glass into the bowl on the stand near the side aisle.
Then you may return to your seat via the side aisle.

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website.
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

57 Griffith Street ® Welland, Ontario ® L3B 4G6 ® 905-734-4746
email: stmatts@cogeco.net ® website: stmatthewswelland.com

[=]z2 =]

(=l L . .
“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”

Pastor: Reverend Bart Coleman .................. Cell Phone (call or text) 289-821-9025
EMail coeeeeeeiieee e pastorbartcoleman@gmail.com
Council Chairperson: Bobbye Goldenberg ...,
Vice-Chairperson: Marilyn SChUltz ........coooiiiiiiiiiiiii e
Church Secretary: RONa DEVIEESE .....cceeeeeeeeeeciriiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeecrarreeeen 905-734-4746
Organist: Lily JASINSKAS ..eccovcviiieeiiiiiee ettt e e e ira e e e ara e e e eaes
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’'s death and resurrection, and called to live the
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness,
and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants of
your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of
our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

Weekly Calendar:
Monday: Pastor’s day off

Tuesday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Wednesday: Rose City Quilters 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm (first of the month)
Pastor in Welland

Thursday: Pastor in Welland

Friday: Pickleball 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Pastor in Port Colborne

Upcoming Events & Dates To Remember

Church Council: Thursday, May 1 @ 10 am.

Pickleball continues every Tuesday and Friday at 9:30 am until 11:30 am.
Please come and join this fun activity or email Margaret at
margaret@kleinsmith.ca if you have any questions.

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for this week’s service:

Scripture Reader Linda Borland

Prayers Marilyn Schultz

Usher/Greeter Bob Hansen

Counters Carole McLeod & Bob Hansen

Worship leaders. ushers and counters for next week’s service:

Scripture Reader Marilyn Schultz
Prayers Bobbye Goldenberg
Usher/Greeter Norm & Carole McLeod
Counters Bob Hanson & Carole McLeod

Attendance Sunday April 20 - 26 people, attendance 1 year ago — 31

Evangelical Lutheran Worship

GATHERING
Thanksgiving for Baptism (in the worship guide)
Gathering Hymn............cccvvveeen, ELW # 384

“That Easter Day with Joy was Bright”

KYTE. e, HS Page 3
Hymn of Praise “Now the Feast”........ HS page 4
Prayer of the Day

WORD

First Reading........ccccccvvveeeennnnnnnn. Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29.............ccccoovieeein ELW
Second Reading ...................... Revelation 1:4-8
Gospel Verse.......cccceovevvviiinvnnecen. HS Page 8
GOSPEl vt e, John 20:19-31
Sermon

Hymnofthe Day...............coeevvnnn. ELW # 635
“We Walk by Faith”

Nicene Creed.......cccveeeeeiiiiiinnnnn. HS Page 10

Prayers of Intercession
Sharing the Peace

MEAL
Great Thanksgiving (Sung)............... HS Page 14
Sanctus “Holy, Holy”..............ccc..... HS Page 15

Eucharistic Prayers & Acclamations.. HS Page 16
The Lord’s Prayer

“Lamb of God” ........evveeeiiiiiie HS Page 18
Communion Hymns........... ELW # 860 & 753
Prayer after Communion

Song after Communion.................... HS Page 20
“Thanks be to you”

SENDING
Announcements
Blessing
Sending Hymn..........ccooeiiiiin ELW # 375
“Alleluia! Christ is Arisen”
Dismissal: Go in peace. Live in hope.
“Thanks be to God”
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