
July 2, 2023	 (A)  	 Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 13

FIRST READING. Jeremiah 28:5-9


Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the 
house of the LORD; and the prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfil the words that you have 
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. But listen now to this 
word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times 
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when 
the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.’


SECOND READING. Romans 6:12-23

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present your members to 
sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present 
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of 
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from 
the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as 
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did you then get from the things of which 
you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 
advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.


 GOSPEL. Matthew 10:40-42

‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in 
the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’


 From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.


Sunday, July 2, 2023

“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming 
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.”


Welcome! 

We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Although mask mandates 
are now lifted in most Ontario indoor settings, our Bishop encourages “all 
congregations to continue using masks for the time being.” For now, we 
strongly recommend wearing a mask.


Heat Alert

Please do not feel obligated to stand during the service if you are 
uncomfortable in the hot weather. Please keep well hydrated and wear 
cool, comfortable clothing throughout the summer months.


If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website.
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Confession and Forgiveness         From Sundays & Seasons, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 


Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. Amen. 


Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 


Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 


Silence is kept for reflection. 


Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 


Silence is kept for reflection. 


God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God's mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


.


Offering Prayer (read in unison) From Sundays & Seasons, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress

God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,

 and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The lines of the Psalm printed in bold font are sung in unison to the tune of a 
familiar hymn. The lines in plain font are read by the leader.


Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 – Tune: 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,

the King of creation.


Reader: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever. From age to age my 
mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.


O my soul, praise him,

for he is your health and salvation.


I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; you have set your 
faithfulness firmly in the heavens.


Let all who hear

now to his temple draw near


"I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to my servant David, 
'I will establish your descendants forever, and preserve your throne for all 
generations.'"


Joining in glad adoration.


Happy are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O Lord, in the light 
of your presence.


Praise to the Lord!

Oh, let all that is in me adore him.


Because of you they rejoice all day long; they are jubilant in your righteousness.


All that has life and breath,

come now with praises before him.


For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted.


Let the amen sound from his people again.


Truly, the Lord is our ruler; the Holy One of Israel is our king.


Gladly forever adore him!


Sing Psalms! By Arden W. Mead. © Copyright 1999/2005 by Creative Communications for the Parish


Dates to Remember

July 16	 6:30 p.m. – Outdoor Sunday Evening Worship  
August 13	 6:30 p.m. – Outdoor Sunday Evening Worship

August 27	 2:00 p.m. – Golf at Freedom Oaks, dinner at 5:00 p.m.


Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Holy Communion Setting 10 – Page 203

Prelude and Announcements


GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness 	 Printed
..............
Gathering Song  	 523 Let Us Go Now
..............

to the Banquet

Greeting 	 Page 203
..........................................
Prayer of the Day


WORD

First Reading 	 Jeremiah 28:5-9
........................
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18	 Printed in bulletin
..........
Second Reading 	 Romans 6:12-23
...................
Gospel Acclamation 	 Page 205
........................
	 “Glory to you, O Lord.”

Gospel 	 Matthew 10:40-42
.............................

“Praise to you, O Christ.”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day 	 802 Let Us Ever
..................

Walk with Jesus

Prayers of Intercession

Prayer Response 	 “hear our prayer.”
..............
Peace                            (non-contact gestures)


MEAL

Offertory Prayer 	 Printed
................................
Great Thanksgiving	 Page 206
..........................
Holy, Holy, Holy 	 Page 207
...............................
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 	 Page 208
............................
Communion

“Lamb of God…” 	 Page 208
.............................
Communion Hymns 	 719, 522
........................
Prayer after communion


SENDING

Blessing

Sending Song 	 729 The Church of Christ,
........

in Every Age


Dismissal: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

    Response: Thanks be to God. 


