
April 23, 2023 (A)   Third Sunday of Easter 
FIRST READING. Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them:  
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’  
 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to 
them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ And he testified 
with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.  

SECOND READING. 1 Peter 1:17-23 
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You 
know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the 
ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are 
set on God.  
 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 
You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  

GOSPEL. Luke 24:13-35 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one 
of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  
 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to 
each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same 
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.  

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community 
welcoming all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out 
to everyone.” 

Welcome!  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Although mask 
mandates are now lifted in most Ontario indoor settings, our 
Bishop encourages “all congregations to continue using masks for 
the time being.” For now, we strongly recommend wearing a 
mask. 

Order of Worship 
This morning’s Order of Worship is the located in the Hymnal 
Supplement, and the hymns are located in the Hymnal 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). 

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God,  
by whose hand we are given new birth,  
by whose speaking we are given new life.  
Amen.  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  
we are welcomed, restored, and supported  
as citizens of the new creation.  
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  

Holy God,  
holy and merciful, 
holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring.  

In mercy and might you have freed us from death  
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.  
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,  
and in them we are born anew.  

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.  

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,  
for rivers and streams.  
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,  
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.  
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,  
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.  

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.  
Empower our witness to your resurrection.  
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.  

Satisfy the world's need through this living water.  
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.  
Where despair prevails, grant hope.  
Where chaos reigns, bring peace.  
We ask this through Christ,  
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen.  
From Sundays & Seasons, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

The lines of the Psalm printed in bold font are sung in unison to the 
tune of a familiar hymn. The lines in plain font are read by the leader. 

Psalm 116 – Tune: 517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your 
Word  

With thankful heart will I lift up 
Unto the Lord salvation's cup. 

Reader: I love the Lord because he hears me; he listens to my prayers. 
He listens to me every time I call to him. 

Here, in the sight of one and all, 
Upon the Lord's name I will call. 

What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me? 

With thankful heart will I lift up 
Unto the Lord salvation's cup. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 

Here, in the sight of one and all, 
Upon the Lord's name I will call. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his servants. 

With thankful heart will I lift up 
Unto the Lord salvation's cup. 

I am your servant, Lord, the child of your handmaid. 

Here, in the sight of one and all, 
Upon the Lord's name I will call. 

You have loosed my bonds. I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  

With thankful heart will I lift up 
Unto the Lord salvation's cup. 

In the courts of your house, O Lord, I will fulfill my vows. 

Here, in the sight of one and all, 
Upon the Lord's name I will call. 

Sing Psalms! By Arden W. Mead. © Copyright 1999/2005 by Creative Communications for the Parish 

Dates to Remember 
April 23 Church Council Meeting after the service 
May 5 6:00 PM – Ladies’ Night Out; proceeds to support Rose City 

Kids 

It’s time to clean up our church records. We invite everyone to 
participate in our membership survey.  
 

GATHERING 
Thanksgiving for Baptism  Printed ........
Gathering Song  ELW 362 At the Lamb’s ..
High Feast We Sing 
Greeting  Page 2 .............................
Kyrie  Page 3 ..................................
Now the Feast  Page 4 ......................
Salutation  Page 7 ...........................
Prayer of the Day 
WORD 
First Reading  Acts 2:14a-36-41 ............
Psalm 116 printed in bulletin ..............
Second Reading  1 Peter 1:17-23 ..........
Gospel Acclamation   Page 8 ...............

“Glory to you, O Lord.” 
Gospel  Luke 24:13-35 ......................

“Praise to you, O Christ.” 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day  ELW 502 The King  .....

of Love My Shepherd Is 
Nicene Creed Page 10    ....................
Prayers of Intercession 
Prayer Response  “Your mercy is great.” 
Peace 
MEAL 
Offertory Prayer Page 13 ...................
Great Thanksgiving Page 14 ................
Holy Page 15 ..................................
Eucharistic Prayer 
Acclamations 2 and 3  Page 16-17 .........
Through Christ, With Christ Page 17 ......
The Lord’s Prayer  Page 18 .................
Communion 
Lamb of God  Page 18-19 ...................
Communion Hymns   ELW 484, 780 ........
Thanks Be To You  Page 20 ..................
Post-Communion Prayer   
SENDING 
Blessing 
Sending Song  ELW 544 Praise the Lord, ..

Rise Up Rejoicing 
Dismissal: Go in peace. Serve the Risen 
One.  
Thanks be to God.


