
History

Highlights in the History of

St. M2tthewʼs Ev2ngelic2l Luther2n Church

1876 Febru,ry 24 A sm)ll group org)nized 
“St. M)tthewʼs 
Ev)ngelic)l Luther)n 
Congreg)tion”

M,y 7 The cornerstone for the 
first church building w)s 
l)id )nd the building w)s 
completed th)t ye)r )t ) 
cost of $600. There were 
)bout 20 ch)rter 
members.

1907 November 7 The first “L)diesʼ Aid” 
w)s org)nized with 11 
members (known )s the 
Sewing Circle). Monthly 
dues were 10 cents. In 
)ddition to m)king quilts 
)nd robes for the loc)l 
hospit)l )nd st)rting ) 
flower fund, they )lso 
don)ted their me)ger 
funds to missions in 
C)n)d) )nd Indi).

1913 October 30 The Rev. Milton Bieber, ) 
field mission)ry, w)s 
elected president )nd 
b)sic church records 
were est)blished.

1914 J,nu,ry 18 to 
September 16

Rev. Bieber served )s 
P)stor )nd org)nized the 
first Sund)y School (10 
pupils), the Womenʼs 
Mission)ry Society, the 
Luther Le)gue, )nd, 
)ffili)ted St. M)tthewʼs 
with the Synod of Centr)l 
C)n)d). Electric lights 
were inst)lled. The first 
constitution )nd by-l)ws 
were )dopted 
un)nimously )t the first 
)nnu)l meeting held on 
June 7

November 7 The first Reform)tion 
Service w)s held.

1915 M,rch The Well)nd )nd 
Humberstone 
congreg)tion united into 
one p)rish, sh)ring 
p)stor, )ltern)ting 
services. This 
)rr)ngement l)sted until 
1926, when St. 
M)tthewʼs bec)me ) 
sep)r)te p)rish.

1918 October 13 to 
November 3

The church w)s closed 
due to ) b)n on public 
meetings bec)use of the 
Sp)nish Influenz) 
epidemic.

1926 October 1 The Rev. S. W. G)rtung 
beg)n ) ten-ye)r 
ministry th)t l)id the 
found)tion fort the St. 
M)tthewʼs we know 
tod)y.

November 21 The 50th Annivers)ry 
w)s celebr)ted. 
Confirmed membership 
w)s 47. St. M)tthewʼs is 
still dependent on the 
Bo)rd of Americ)n 
Missions for support.

1927 Pl)ns were m)de for ) 
new church building, 
since the fifty-ye)r 
church building required 
) gre)t de)l of 
upgr)ding.

1928 August 19 The cornerstone w)s l)id 
for the new church 
building.

December 2 The Dedic)tion 
Ceremony for the new 
church building w)s held. 
The former building w)s 
moved to the b)ck of the 
lot )nd eventu)lly 
moved, in 1930, to the 
corner of E)st M)in )nd 
Empire Streets, where it 
is still in use tod)y )s ) 
commerci)l site.

1930ʼs Known )s the “Dirty 
Thirties” proved )lso to 
be difficult ye)rs for St. 
M)tthewʼs. The church 
struggled under reduced 
Mission Bo)rd support, 
)nd survived with lo)ns, 
c)shed-in life insur)nce 
policies )nd 
contributions from 
groups within the church.

1939 – 1945 The WWII ye)rs. Twenty-
six members served in 
the Armed Forces. One 
g)ve his life – John 
Sibbett – who w)s killed 
in )ction on July 25, 
1944.

1942 December 6 A new p)rson)ge w)s 
purch)sed on Kent 
Street. Previously, the 
p)stors h)d to rent their 
housing. The first 
occup)nt w)s Rev. Fred 
Meuller.

1948 J,nu,ry 25 A new Ke)ts Pipe Org)n 
w)s purch)sed )nd 
inst)lled for the sum of 
$3,745. Itʼs dedic)tion 
re)d, “In honour of the 
men )nd women of St. 
M)tthewʼs who served in 
WWII )nd in loving 
memory of John Sibbett, 
who g)ve his life on July 
25, 1944.”

1951 April St. M)tthewʼs w)s fin)lly 
debt-free!! A new go)l 
w)s set – the provision of 
) new P)rish H)ll. Under 
the le)dership of the Rev. 
C)rl Cronmiller, 
subsequent pl)ns 
included )n enl)rged 
n)ve, ch)ncel, )nd 
Sund)y School sp)ce.

1958 November 30 Re-dedic)tion of the 
church s)nctu)ry 
)nd dedic)tion of the 
new Christi)n 
Educ)tion Centre, 
under the le)dership 
of Rev. Rich)rd 
Tubbe.

1965 July 25 The Rev. & Mrs. 
Lindem)n were the 
first occup)nts in the 
new p)rson)ge on 
Griffith Street. The 
former p)rson)ge on 
Kent Street w)s 
removed to m)ke 
room for ) p)rking 
lot.

1968 M,rch 31 A new memori)l pipe 
org)n w)s dedic)ted. 
It w)s speci)lly built 
for St. M)tthewʼs by 
the W)lcker Org)n 
Comp)ny of 
Germ)ny )t ) cost of 
$20,000. It is ) 
mech)nic)l )ction or 
“tr)cker” type, 
considered ) true 
cl)ssic. The org)nist 
)nd choir director 
w)s Mr. W)lter 
Thornton.

1976 Centenni,l Ye,r Six speci)l services 
were led by Rev. P)ul 
Burgoyne throughout 
the ye)r to celebr)te 
the one hundredth 
)nnivers)ry of St. 
M)tthewʼs.

1977 J,nu,ry 30 The Blizz)rd of ʼ77 
c)used the 
postponement of the 
Annu)l Meeting (St. 
M)tthewʼs 101st) for 
the first time.

1979 June 17 The “Burning of the 
Mortg)ge” 
ceremonies were held 
to celebr)te the debt 
retirement on the 
Christi)n Educ)tion 
Centre.

1982 September 19 The Rev. Keith 
Crouse, inst)lled )s 
p)stor, beg)n his 
fourteen ye)r 
ministry. He 
introduced sever)l 
new initi)tives: ) 
five-ye)r Renew)l 
Progr)mme, b)sed 
on Bible Study; the 
est)blishment of )n 
Endowment Fund; 
)nd ) youth-oriented 
C)noe-tripping 
Progr)mme.

1986 J,nu,ry 1 The E)stern C)n)d) 
Synod severed ties 
with the Luther)n 
Church in Americ) 
(LCA) )nd merged 
with the Ev)ngelic)l 
Luther)n Church of 
C)n)d) (ELCIC), 
resulting in )n 
independent, 
n)tionwide C)n)di)n 
Church, of which St. 
M)tthewʼs is now ) 
member in the 
E)stern Synod.

1997 June 22 The Rev. Kevin 
McLeod inst)lled )s 
p)stor.

2001 125th Annivers)ry of 
St. M)tthewʼs 
Church.

2003 June 8 The Rev. Jukk) 
S))rinen inst)lled )s 
p)stor.

2020 Febru,ry 1 Sh)red Ministry 
begins with First 
Luther)n, Pt. 
Colborne

M,rch 15 In-person worship 
suspended due to 
Cover-19 p)ndemic 
lockdown until 
September 13

December 24 In-person worship 
suspended )g)in 
until further notice 
due to lockdown
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c)shed-in life insur)nce 
policies )nd 
contributions from 
groups within the church.

1939 – 1945 The WWII ye)rs. Twenty-
six members served in 
the Armed Forces. One 
g)ve his life – John 
Sibbett – who w)s killed 
in )ction on July 25, 
1944.

1942 December 6 A new p)rson)ge w)s 
purch)sed on Kent 
Street. Previously, the 
p)stors h)d to rent their 
housing. The first 
occup)nt w)s Rev. Fred 
Meuller.

1948 J,nu,ry 25 A new Ke)ts Pipe Org)n 
w)s purch)sed )nd 
inst)lled for the sum of 
$3,745. Itʼs dedic)tion 
re)d, “In honour of the 
men )nd women of St. 
M)tthewʼs who served in 
WWII )nd in loving 
memory of John Sibbett, 
who g)ve his life on July 
25, 1944.”

1951 April St. M)tthewʼs w)s fin)lly 
debt-free!! A new go)l 
w)s set – the provision of 
) new P)rish H)ll. Under 
the le)dership of the Rev. 
C)rl Cronmiller, 
subsequent pl)ns 
included )n enl)rged 
n)ve, ch)ncel, )nd 
Sund)y School sp)ce.

1958 November 30 Re-dedic)tion of the 
church s)nctu)ry 
)nd dedic)tion of the 
new Christi)n 
Educ)tion Centre, 
under the le)dership 
of Rev. Rich)rd 
Tubbe.

1965 July 25 The Rev. & Mrs. 
Lindem)n were the 
first occup)nts in the 
new p)rson)ge on 
Griffith Street. The 
former p)rson)ge on 
Kent Street w)s 
removed to m)ke 
room for ) p)rking 
lot.

1968 M,rch 31 A new memori)l pipe 
org)n w)s dedic)ted. 
It w)s speci)lly built 
for St. M)tthewʼs by 
the W)lcker Org)n 
Comp)ny of 
Germ)ny )t ) cost of 
$20,000. It is ) 
mech)nic)l )ction or 
“tr)cker” type, 
considered ) true 
cl)ssic. The org)nist 
)nd choir director 
w)s Mr. W)lter 
Thornton.

1976 Centenni,l Ye,r Six speci)l services 
were led by Rev. P)ul 
Burgoyne throughout 
the ye)r to celebr)te 
the one hundredth 
)nnivers)ry of St. 
M)tthewʼs.

1977 J,nu,ry 30 The Blizz)rd of ʼ77 
c)used the 
postponement of the 
Annu)l Meeting (St. 
M)tthewʼs 101st) for 
the first time.

1979 June 17 The “Burning of the 
Mortg)ge” 
ceremonies were held 
to celebr)te the debt 
retirement on the 
Christi)n Educ)tion 
Centre.

1982 September 19 The Rev. Keith 
Crouse, inst)lled )s 
p)stor, beg)n his 
fourteen ye)r 
ministry. He 
introduced sever)l 
new initi)tives: ) 
five-ye)r Renew)l 
Progr)mme, b)sed 
on Bible Study; the 
est)blishment of )n 
Endowment Fund; 
)nd ) youth-oriented 
C)noe-tripping 
Progr)mme.

1986 J,nu,ry 1 The E)stern C)n)d) 
Synod severed ties 
with the Luther)n 
Church in Americ) 
(LCA) )nd merged 
with the Ev)ngelic)l 
Luther)n Church of 
C)n)d) (ELCIC), 
resulting in )n 
independent, 
n)tionwide C)n)di)n 
Church, of which St. 
M)tthewʼs is now ) 
member in the 
E)stern Synod.

1997 June 22 The Rev. Kevin 
McLeod inst)lled )s 
p)stor.

2001 125th Annivers)ry of 
St. M)tthewʼs 
Church.

2003 June 8 The Rev. Jukk) 
S))rinen inst)lled )s 
p)stor.

2020 Febru,ry 1 Sh)red Ministry 
begins with First 
Luther)n, Pt. 
Colborne

M,rch 15 In-person worship 
suspended due to 
Cover-19 p)ndemic 
lockdown until 
September 13

December 24 In-person worship 
suspended )g)in 
until further notice 
due to lockdown
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completed th)t ye)r )t ) 
cost of $600. There were 
)bout 20 ch)rter 
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w)s org)nized with 11 
members (known )s the 
Sewing Circle). Monthly 
dues were 10 cents. In 
)ddition to m)king quilts 
)nd robes for the loc)l 
hospit)l )nd st)rting ) 
flower fund, they )lso 
don)ted their me)ger 
funds to missions in 
C)n)d) )nd Indi).

1913 October 30 The Rev. Milton Bieber, ) 
field mission)ry, w)s 
elected president )nd 
b)sic church records 
were est)blished.
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pupils), the Womenʼs 
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)ffili)ted St. M)tthewʼs 
with the Synod of Centr)l 
C)n)d). Electric lights 
were inst)lled. The first 
constitution )nd by-l)ws 
were )dopted 
un)nimously )t the first 
)nnu)l meeting held on 
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November 7 The first Reform)tion 
Service w)s held.

1915 M,rch The Well)nd )nd 
Humberstone 
congreg)tion united into 
one p)rish, sh)ring 
p)stor, )ltern)ting 
services. This 
)rr)ngement l)sted until 
1926, when St. 
M)tthewʼs bec)me ) 
sep)r)te p)rish.
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The church w)s closed 
due to ) b)n on public 
meetings bec)use of the 
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epidemic.
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beg)n ) ten-ye)r 
ministry th)t l)id the 
found)tion fort the St. 
M)tthewʼs we know 
tod)y.

November 21 The 50th Annivers)ry 
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Confirmed membership 
w)s 47. St. M)tthewʼs is 
still dependent on the 
Bo)rd of Americ)n 
Missions for support.

1927 Pl)ns were m)de for ) 
new church building, 
since the fifty-ye)r 
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) gre)t de)l of 
upgr)ding.

1928 August 19 The cornerstone w)s l)id 
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building.
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Crouse, inst)lled )s 
p)stor, beg)n his 
fourteen ye)r 
ministry. He 
introduced sever)l 
new initi)tives: ) 
five-ye)r Renew)l 
Progr)mme, b)sed 
on Bible Study; the 
est)blishment of )n 
Endowment Fund; 
)nd ) youth-oriented 
C)noe-tripping 
Progr)mme.

1986 J,nu,ry 1 The E)stern C)n)d) 
Synod severed ties 
with the Luther)n 
Church in Americ) 
(LCA) )nd merged 
with the Ev)ngelic)l 
Luther)n Church of 
C)n)d) (ELCIC), 
resulting in )n 
independent, 
n)tionwide C)n)di)n 
Church, of which St. 
M)tthewʼs is now ) 
member in the 
E)stern Synod.

1997 June 22 The Rev. Kevin 
McLeod inst)lled )s 
p)stor.

2001 125th Annivers)ry of 
St. M)tthewʼs 
Church.

2003 June 8 The Rev. Jukk) 
S))rinen inst)lled )s 
p)stor.

2020 Febru,ry 1 Sh)red Ministry 
begins with First 
Luther)n, Pt. 
Colborne

M,rch 15 In-person worship 
suspended due to 
Cover-19 p)ndemic 
lockdown until 
September 13

December 24 In-person worship 
suspended )g)in 
until further notice 
due to lockdown


